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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1900. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Long  Ashton 
Rural  District  Council. 


Long  Ashton, 

January ,  igoi. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  place  before  you  my  Report  on  the 
Sanitary  Condition  of  the  district  during  the  year  1900. 

I  have  based  my  calculations  as  to  Births,  Deaths, 
and  Sickness  on  the  estimated  present  population  of  the 
district. 


I  have  done  this  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  more 
accurate  return  than  could  be  gained  by  going  back  to 
the  figures  of  other  years. 
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The  alteration  in  the  size  of  the  district  (Bristol 
Corporation  Act,  1897),  and  the  further  reduction  of 
the  population  by  the  removal  from  the  Long  Ashton  I* 

Workhouse  of  those  inmates  who  belonged  to  Bristol, 
make  a  comparison  between  the  present  and  previous 
years  untrustworthy.  * 

You  will  observe  that  the  forms  for  the  record 
of  Statistical  data,  bound  with  this  Report  difTer  from 
those  used  in  former  years,  four  tables  being  substituted 
for  the  two  previously  in  use. 

I  should  like  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
as  the  Register  of  Deaths  and  Disease,  having  been  kept 
throughout  the  year  to  meet  the  old  tables  was  of  no 
use,  all  the  returns  had  to  be  revised  to  meet  the 
new  regulations. 

This  has  involved  a  great  deal  of  additional 
labour,  especially  as  the  new  tables  were  not  sent  down 
until  December  19th,  1900. 


BIRTHS. 


The  Births  in  the  year  were  373,  giving  a  late 
of  19*41 1  per  thousand  population. 

In  “  Long  Ashton  Dis¬ 
trict  ”  comprising  the 
Parishes  of  :  — 

HOYS.  GIRLS.  TOTAL. 

Long  Ashton 
Back  well 


Bishopsworth 
Barrow  Gurney 
Dundry 
Flax  Bourton 
Winford  ... 


80 


I 


Workhouse 

Wraxall 


“  St.  George’s  District  ” 
comprising  the  Parishes 
of : — 

Abbot’s  Leigh  ... 
Clapton 

Easton-in-Gordano 
Portbury  ... 
Walton-in-Gordano 
Weston-in-Gordano 


Were 
r  e  g  i  s  - 
tered. 


49  104 


“Yatton  District  ”  com¬ 
prising  the  Parishes  of  : — 

Yatton  . 

Nailsea 

Kenn 

Tickenham 
Brockley  ... 

Kingston  Seymour 


188  185  373  / 

I  he  excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  (Natural  increase  of 
population  was  1 50. 
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DEATHS. 


The  deaths  in  the  whole  Union  at  all  ages,  and 
from  all  causes  were  223,  the  rate  being  11-665. 


In  Long  Ashton  District 
Workhouse 
St.  George’s  District 
Yatton  District 


79 

19 

69 

;6 


A 


Were 

■regis¬ 

tered. 


223 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

During  the  year  373  Children  were  born,  of  whom 
29  died  under  one  year,  giving  an  Infant  Death  rate  of 
77748. 


The  rate  in  1899  was  105-405  per  1000  Births. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

The  Death  rate  per  1000  from  Zymotic  Disease 

is  -941. 


From 

Enteric  Fever 

•  •  .  .  . 

...  I 

n 

Measles 

... 

•••  3 

Diarrhoea 

... 

...  1 

<D 

pg 

n 

Diphtheria  and 

Membranous  Croup 

...  13 

C 

18 

J 

a> 

Q 

SICKNESS. 


.  Under  the  “  Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  Act” 

cases  were  reported  to  me. 

103  cases  of  Dip\heria. 

4  cases  of  Erysipelas. 

26  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

7  cases  of  Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever. 

2  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever. 
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DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

There  have  been  103  cases  of  Diphtheria  and 
13  deaths.  100  cases  occurred  in  the  St.  George’s 
District,  most  of  them  at  Pill,  2  in  the  Tatton  District, 
and  1  in  Long  Ashton. 

This  formidable  disease  appears  to  be  at  this  time 
on  the  increase,  not  only  is  this  Union,  but  through¬ 
out  England. 

It  is  highly  infectious,  and  is  usually  found  where 
damp,  dirt,  decomposing  matter,  and  rotten  drains,  or  no 
drains,  are  in  operation. 

A  special  report  on  the  epidemic  is  enclosed 
with  this. 
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ERYSIPELAS. 

Four  cases  were  reported,  no  deaths. 

I  cannot  see  that  any  special  value  is  attached 
to  the  notification  of  this  disease. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

Twenty-six  cases  were  reported  all  of  a  mild 

type- 

Sixteen  occurred  at  a  School  in  Wraxall  Parish. 
The  disease  was  imported  by  one  of  the  boys  returning 
with  it  from  Truro. 

The  cases  were  isolated  and  the  disease  checked. 

Three  cases  occurred  at  Bishopsworth.  Two  at 
Portbury,  one  of  them  was  a  maid  servant  at  the 
above  School,  the  other  occurred  in  the  same  house, 
three  at  Abbot’s  Leigh,  contracted  in  Clifton. 


ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Seven  cases  were  reported. 

Four  as  occurring  in  Long  Ashton,  one  of  them 
was  a  Soldier  returned  from  South  Africa,  the  others 
occurred  in  different  parts  of  the  parish,  and  were  in 
no  way  connected. 


9 


Three  cases  in  Pill,  one  contracted  at  the  Bristol 
Isolation  Hospital,  Ham  Green.  No  second  case  ap¬ 
peared  in  connection  with  any  of  the  preceding  ones. 

As  this  disease  occurs  in  Rural  Districts,  my 
own  experience  leads  me  to  believe  that  the  great 
majority  of  scattered  cases,  and  many  of  the  first  cases 
of  isolated  outbreaks  are  due  to  poisoning  of  air, 
drinking  water  or  other  ingesta  with  decomposing  filth. 


PUERPERAL  FEVER, 

Two  cases  were  reported,  one  at  Barrow  Gurney, 
the  other  at  Abbot’s  Leigh.  Both  cases  were  attended 
at  their  confinements  by  women.  A  Doctor  was  not 
called  until  a  short  time  before  death. 


SMALL  POX. 

There  has  been  no  case  during  the  year. 


MEASLES. 

This  disease  is  not  included  in  the  “  notifiable  ’ 
diseases  in  this  district.  It  has  been  very  prevalent 
throughout  the  district  during  the  year,  though  there 
have  been  only  three  deaths. 
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HEART  DISEASE. 

31  died  in  the  year,  11  between  25  and  65, 
and  17  over  65. 

LUNG  DISEASE. 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy  40  died,  18 
over  63  years  of  age. 


INFLUENZA. 

Has  again  made  its  appearance  in  the  district, 
though  no  deaths  have  been  reported  up  to  date. 

PHTHISIS  (Pulmonary  Consumption), 

The  deaths  from  this  disease  from  year  to  year 
nearly  approach  and  occasionally  exceed  the  fatality  of 
the  seven  principal  Zymotic  grouped  together. 

Thirteen  deaths  occurred  during  the  year. 

Steps  are  now  being  taken  to  procure  a  Sanitorium 
for  the  Counties  of  Somerset  and  Wilts,  wherein  the 
poorer  classes  may  undergo  the  open  air  treatment. 

The  essential  features  of  this  treatment  are:  — 

Abundant  fresh  air. 

Mental  and  bodily  rest. 

Regulated  exercise. 

Full  feeding  or  over-Leding,  with  fats, 
vegetables,  farinacious  foods  and 
nitrogenous  foods. 


Its  predisposing 


The  disease  is  preventable, 
cause  is  a  low  state  of  health. 

It  is  contracted  by  taking  into  the  system  the 
germ  or  microbe  of  the  disease. 

These  germs  are  only  derived  from  persons  or 
animals  already  suffering  from  consumption,  or  some 
other  form  of  tuberculosis 

They  are  found  in  vast  numbers  in  the  phlegm, 
spit  or  expectoration  of  a  consumptive  person. 

In  a  moist  state  this  expectoration  does  not 
infect  the  air,  but  if  allowed  to  dry  and  become  dust 
it  is  exceedingly  dangerous,  and  is  the  chief  means  by 
which  the  disease  is  spread  from  person  to  person. 

It  may  be  controlled  by  precautionary  measures, 

applied  to  the  individual  affected,  and  the  house  that 
he  inhabits. 

The  consumptive  person  must  not  expectorate 
about  the  house,  or  on  the  floor  of  any  cab,  omnibus, 
tramcar,  railway  carriage,  or  other  conveyance.  lie 
must  use  a  special  vessel  or  cup  kept  for  the  purpose, 
and  containing  a  little  water. 

When  out  of  doors  he  should  use  a  pocket 
spittoon. 

For  wiping  the  mouth,  a  rag  or  paper,  which 
can  be  burnt  should  be  used  instead  of  a  handkerchief. 


12 


'I  lie  collected  expectoration  must  be  burnt  on  the 
back  of  the  fire. 

When  there  is  no  fire  it  must  be  washed  into 
the  drain  or  buried  in  the  earth. 

The  cup  must  be  washed  with  boiling  water. 

'1  he  consumptive  person  must  not  swallow  the 
expectoration,  or  the  disease  may  be  conveyed  to  parts 
of  the  body  not  already  affected. 

A  consumptive  person  must  not  kiss  or  be  kissed 
on  the  mouth. 


GENERAL  PRECAUTIONS  TO  BE  OBSERVED. 

All  rooms  occupied  by  consumptive  person  should 
be  free  from  damp  and  as  well  lighted  and  ventilated 
as  possible. 

Fresh  air,  light,  and  sunshine  are  most  important 
preventatives  of  consumption. 

Over  crowding  should  be  avoided  ;  no  chimney 
should  ever  be  blocked  up,  and  windows  should  be  kept 
open  as  much  as  possible. 

Rooms,  passages,  and  staircases  must  be  kept  free 
from  dust,  where  there  is  dust  there  is  danger. 

Do  not  chase  dust  about,  or  stir  it  up,  use  damp 
dusters,  use  plenty  of  tea  leaves  or  damp  saw-dust  for 
sweeping  up  the  floor.  Boil  the  dusters  ;  burn  the  tea 
leaves  and  saw-dust. 


Milk  should  be  boiled.  Meat  should  be  well 


cooked. 

In  the  event  of  a  death  from  consumption,  the 
room  occupied  by  the  invalid  should  be  thoroughly 
cleansed  and  disinfected,  before  being  again  occupied. 


CAUSES  AFFECTING  THE  HEALTH  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 

ist. — Bad  water  supply  in  some  of  the  parishes  ; 
Wells,  as  a  rule  shallow,  and  often  polluted  with  soakage 
from  highly  manured  soil  ;  Wells  in  proximity  to 
pigsties. 

end. — In-attention  to  cess-pits  and  drains  where 
they  exist. 

3rd. — Want  of  lire  places  in  bedrooms  for  warmth 
in  sickness,  and  ventilation  at  all  times. 

4th. — Overcrowding. — There  are  not  enough  of 
cottages  fur  the  working  classses  in  the  district. 

5th. — The  difficulty  arising  in  country  districts 
from  the  scarcity  of  proper  nursing ;  from  ignorance  of 
the  use  of  proper  disinfectants  ;  and  from  a  general 
indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  Public  Institutions. 

6th. — The  impossibility  of  isolating  the  patients, 
and  the  difficulty  of  disinfecting,  and  properly  carrying 
out  sanitary  measures  in  crowded  cottages. 
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7th. — More  than  all,  the  reckless  way  in  which 
parents  permit  children  recovered  from  infectious  disease 
to  return  to  school,  or  play  with  healthy  children. 


WORK  DONE. 

The  measures  taken  and  advice  given  have  been 
directed  to  the  removal  or  lessening  of  the  evils  I  have 
mentioned. 

Systematic  inspection  has  been  made,  and  especial 
attention  given  when  required. 

The  schools  at  Yatton,  Cleeve,  Kingston  Sey¬ 
mour,  and  Weston-in-Gordano  have  been  closed  on 
account  of  Measles. 

Those  at  Pill,  Easton-in-Gordano,  and  Clapton, 
on  account  of  Diphtheria. 

In  infectious  cases,  removal  to  Hospital.  Isola¬ 
tion  and  disinfection  carried  out  as  far  possible. 

This  consists  in  sending  clothes  and  bedding  to 
the  Bristol  Isolation  Hospital,  at  Ham  Green,  for 
disinfection. 

The  burning  of  sulphur  in  closed  rooms,  cleansing 
the  walls  and  ceilings,  washing  paint  on  woodwork  with 
solution  of  Puchloride  of  Mercury.  Boiling  all  clothes 
that  admits  of  boiling,  and  burning  that  which  cannot 
be  treated  with  sulphur  or  boiled. 
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'1'he  distribution  of  disinfectants  supplied  by  your 
Council  to  the  Inspector. 

Samples  of  water  have  been  analysed  and  dealt 
with  as  the  case  required. 

Provision  has  been  made  for  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  doubtful  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  and 
Diphtheria. 

A  temporary  Hospital  was  established  at  Pill  to 
meet  the  Epidemic  of  Diphtheria  there,  twenty-five 
cases  were  treated.  I  regret  your  Council  thought  fit 
to  close  it  so  soon,  as  several  cases  have  occurred  since 
then,  and  there  is  danger  of  its  spreading  still  further. 

There  is  an  Isolation  Hospital  for  12  beds  near 
the  Workhouse.  It  would  be  well  if  this  could  be 
made  available  for  the  Long  Ashton  side  of  the 
district. 

INDUSTRIES. 

At  Winford  there  are  mines  for  raising  Iron  Ore 
and  Ochre.  I  can  trace  no  illness  arising  from  the  use 
of  the  drinking  water  of  that  part  of  the  district. 

There  are  Coal  Mines  at  Ashton,  also  a  Steam 
Laundry. 

There  is  no  important  industry  other  than  Agri¬ 
cultural  carried  on  in  the  rural  villages. 

At  Pill,  a  large  portion  of  the  population  are 
engaged  in  a  sea-faring  life. 
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GEOLOGY  OF  THE  AREA. 

Yatton,  Chelvey,  Brockley,  Bourton,  Long  Ashton, 
Portbury  Village,  St.  George’s,  Clapton,  Winford,  Portishead, 
(lower  part)  Weston  and  Walton,  and  Wood  and  Bella 
Vista,  Clevedon.  New  Red  Sand  Stone. 

Barrow  Gurney  Village,  Broadfield  Down,  Bed- 
minster  Down.  Lias. 

Cadbury,  Backwell  and  Barrow  Hill,  Charlton 
Farm,  Moat  House  and  Lime  Bridge,  Walton  Down, 
Highdale,  Clevedon,  Dial  Hill.  Carboniferous  Lime  Stone. 

Portbury  Marsh  and  Kingston  Seymour.  Alluvial. 

Failand  House  and  PortFhead  Down.  Old  Red 
Sand  Stone. 

Nailsea  Coal  Measures  run  from  Wraxall  Mill 
round  by  Jackland's  Bridge,  thence  to  the  West  end  of 
Nailsea,  Nailsea  Court,  South  Common,  Smoky  Hole 
and  East  end. 


THE  ASHTON  BROOK. 

In  my  last  report  I  stated  that  Mr.  Cottrell 
had  been  requested  by  your  Council  to  prepare  alternative 
schemes  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  from  part  of 
Long  Ashton,  which  entered  this  brook. 

One  of  these  has  now  been  approved  of  by  your 
Council,  and  sent  by  them  to  the  County  Council  for 
their  approval. 


THE  PARISH  OF  YATTON 


This  still  remains  in  the  same  condition  as  to 
drainage  and  water  supply  as  last  year. 

The  Council  have  approached  the  Bristol  Water¬ 
works  Company,  with  a  view  of  supplying  the  district 
with  water. 

Professor  Etheridge  has  been  instructed  to  make 
borings  to  ascertain  if  a  supply  could  be  obtained  locally. 

The  sewage  question  must  remain  in  abeyance 
until  the  water  is  supplied. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  water  supply 
of  the  district  during  the  past  year.  A  considerable  part 
of  it  is  supplied  by  the  Bristol,  Portishead,  and  Clevedon 
Water  Companies. 

Some  of  the  rural  parishes  continue  to  suffer 
from  the  tapping  of  their  streams  by  the  Bristol  Company. 

Mr.  Edgar  Thatcher,  of  the  Nailsea  Heath  Brewery, 
still  continues  to  supply  part  of  Nailsea  gratuitously 
with  splendid  water  from  a  large  tank  near  his  house. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  is  bound  up 
with  mine.  By  it  it  will  be  seen  that  he  has  done  a 
large  amount  of  work  in  the  course  of  the  year,  especially 
at  Pill,  where  the  condition  has  been  much  improved 
during  the  past  year. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOSEPH  FULLER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Report  on  an  Outbreak  of  DIPHTHERIA  at 
Clapton  and  Pill. 


June ,  igoo. 


On  June  nth,  I  received  a  telegram  from  Dr. 
Monckton,  saying  there  were  several  cases  of  Diphtheria 
at  Clapton,  and  that  three  were  at  a  dairy  farm. 

I  went  at  once  and  found  one  in  a  cottage  oc¬ 
cupied  by  Mrs.  Wilmott.] 

Three  in  a  cottage  occupied  by  Mrs.  Atherton, 
Redding  Houses. 

One  in  a  cottage  occupied  by  Mrs.  Kitchen, 
Redding  Houses. 

Three  at  a  farm  occupied  by  Mr.  C.  Withers, 
one  of  whom  had  died  before  I  got  there. 

Six  of  the  cases  were  getting  about  and  mixing 
with  other  children.  As  the  Dr.  in  attendance  was  in 
doubt  as  to  their  nature,  I  took  swabblings  from  the 
throats.  Examination  revealled  Diphtheritic  Bacelli. 
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On  making  a  house  to  house  visitation,  I  ascer¬ 
tained  that  on  May  ieth,  a  boy  namedi  Bessant  (living 
in  a  neighbouring  cottage  to  the  above)  suffered  from 
sore  throat  and  swollen  neck,  with  nasal  discharge. 
One  sister  and  then  another  get  the  same  sort  of  throat 
during  the  next  fortnight  ;  a  Dr.  was  now  called  in  for  the 
first  time,  and  though  he  did  not  report  the  cases,  he  told 
the  girls  they  must  not  go  to  Church  or  Sunday  School. 

This  did  not  prevent  one  of  them  irom  going 
to  nurse  a  child  at  Mrs.  Atherton’s,  which  child  died 
on  June  6th,  of  Pneumonia,  I  am  told. 

On  June  nth,  there  were  three  cases  of  Diph¬ 
theria  in  this  cottage. 

Mrs.  Kitchen  went  backwards  and  forwards  to 
this  cottage,  and  laid  out  the  dead  child;  on  June  nth 
one  of  her  children  had  Diphtheria. 

The  boy,  William  Body,  who  died  at  the  farm  was 
very  intimate  with  the  Bessants,  he  complained  of  sore 
throat  on  June  3rd,  but  as  he  was  subject  to  it  did 
not  give  up  his  work  (delivering  milk)  until  June  6th, 
when  he  was  brought  home  lying  down  in  the  bottom 
of  the  milk  cart.  He  was  attended  by  Mr.  Withers  and 
the  maid;  on  June  nth  both  these  had  Diphtheria. 

The  child  Wilmott,  was  taken  to  see  the  dead 
child  Atherton. 


On  June  nth  she  had  Diphtheria. 
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On  June  21st,  a  case  was  reported  from  Redding 
cottages.  This  cottage  is  situated  between  Atherton’s 
and  Kitchen’s,  and  the  children  had  been  mixing  freely 
together. 

On  the  same  date  a  case  was  reported  from  Morgan’s 
Buildings,  a  Mrs.  Wyatt,  who  is  a  sister  to  Mrs.  Atherton, 
and  had  been  helping  to  nurse  her  children. 


PILL. 

On  June  the  8th,  a  case  wTas  reported  from  Pill,  a 
child  named  Stokes,  Ham  Green  Hill. 

The  boy  Body,  w?ho  died  had  delivered  milk  at 
this  house,  and  took  the  child  for  a  ride  in  his  cart  a 
few  days  before  he  gave  up. 

This  case  was  removed  to  the  Bristol  Sanitary 
Hospital,  Ham  Green,  where  she  died. 

June  15th,  Frank  Ellis,  Ham  Green  Hill,  was 
reported  as  suffering  from  Diphtheria.  This  house  was 
supplied  with  milk  by  the  boy  Body. 

On  -June  20th,  a  case  reported  from  Weston 
Road  (Bryant’s). 

The  man  sells  oil,  and  visits  the  cottages  of 
Atherton  and  Kitchen,  and  others  at  Clapton. 

June  2 1  st,  two  fresh  cases  in  Kitchen’s  cottage. 

June  2S1I1,  another  in  the  same  cottage. 


There  were  16  cases  reported,  of  these  three  died. 

d'he  three  cases  at  Bessant's  cottage,  were,  I  believe, 
the  cause  of  all  the  others.  I  hess  are  not  included  in  the 
above. 

The  water  supply  and  sanitary  condition  of  this 
cottage  was  very  defective.  It  is  now  being  attended  to. 

I  inspected  the  dairy  farm,  and  found  everything 
satisfactory,  the  cows  healthy,  a  few  pimples  on  the 
udder  of  one  which  I  scraped  and  had  examined  ;  they 
did  not  contain  Diphtheria  Bacelli. 

I  had  the  cow  removed,  and  she  is  not  now 
milked,  as  the  culture  contained  Cocci. 

The  cows  have  been  removed  to  Abbot’s  Leigh, 
where  they  are  milked,  and  the  milk  delivered  from 
there. 

The  farm  premises  have  been  disinfected,  sheds 
whitewashed,  dairy  utensils  boiled  and  disinfected,  milk 
cart  treated  with  PCrthloride  of  Mercury,  i  in  2000  and 
then  with  Carbolic  Acid. 

Rooms  have  been  fumigated,  ceilings  whitewashed, 
rooms  papered,  wood-work  and  paint  washed  with 
Iinthloride,  bedding  burnt,  and  all  clothes  boiled  and 
dis  infected. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  isolate  the  children, 
but  in  small  cottages  this  is  impossible.  All  drains, 
cess-pits,  &c. ,  have  been  attended  to,  or  are  being  put 
in  order. 
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Disinfectants  have  been  freely  used,  and  distri¬ 
buted  by  the  Inspector. 

The  Schools  have  been  closed  at  Clapton,  and 
advice  given  to  the  teachers  not  to  admit  chi.dren  from 
the  infected  cottages  until  a  certificate  is  received  frcm 
the  Medical  Attendant,  and  that  all  milk  and  water 
are  to  be  boiled  before  using. 

JOSEPH  FULLER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

July  2nd,  1900. 


Continued  Report  on  the  Outbreak  of  DIPHTHERIA 
at  Clapton  and  Pill,  from  June  30th. 


Only  two  cases  were  reported  from  Clapton  since 
last  report,  one  named  Kitchen,  on  July  6th,  another 
named  Durbin,  on  Aug.  4th. 

The  disease  appears  to  be  stamped  out  there. 

It  still  continues  at  Pill.  This  is  owing  to  the 
mild  nature  of  the  disease  at  first.  The  people  did  not 
consult  a  Doctor,  and  continued  to  go  about  as  usual. 
The  houses  are  very  close  together,  and  a  great  many 
have  no  back  out-let.  The  people  are  very  ignorant  and 
dirty.  They  fail  to  recognise  the  serious  condition,  and 
allow  healthy  children  to  come  into  the  houses,  and 
even  to  kiss  those  who  are  ill,  or  have  died  of  the  com¬ 
plaint. 

They  have  a  great  objection  to  having  their  friends 
removed  to  a  Hospital. 

The  disease  appeared  at  Markam,  Easton-in-Gor- 
dana,  on  July  4th,  in  a  child  named  Hunt.  He  was  sent 
to  the  Bristol  Hospital  at  Ham  Green. 

On  making  a  house  to  house  visitation,  I  ascer¬ 
tained  that  a  family  named  Ettles,  residing  at  Markam, 
suffered  from  sore  throats  during  the  previous  three  or 
four  weeks,  but  did  not  call  in  a  Doctor 
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These  children  had  been  seen  riding  in  the  milk 
cart  with  the  boy  Body,  from  Clapton,  and  the  bouse 
was  also  supplied  by  him  with  milk. 

The  boy,  Hunt,  spent  a  part  of  his  time  with 
these  children,  as  did  the  next  case,  Edwards,  reported  on. 
July  14th — He  was  sent  to  Hospital  ;  on  the  17th,  his 
two  sisttrs  who  slept  in  the  same  room  were  reported, 
and  on  the  1 8th  and  20th  two  cases  next  door  to 
Edwards.  On  the  21st  another  next  door  to  that  again. 
On  August  9th,  another  case  was  reported.  All  the 
above  lived  close  together,  and  were  supplied  with  milk 
by  Body. 

Since  then  there  have  been  no  fresh  cases  at 
Markam. 

The  water  supply  and  drainage  at  Markam  is  not 
ol  the  best,  but  all  that  we  could  do  to  remedy  the  evil 
has  been  done. 

The  Schools  have  been  closed,  and  as  Easton-in- 
Gordano  is  practically  a  part  of  Pill,  I  have  kept  them 
closed  up  to  the  present. 


PILL. 

Thirty-eight  cases  were  reported  since  June  30th. 

The  houses  in  which  the  early  cases  in  Pill  oc¬ 
curred,  were  served  by  Body  with  milk. 

The  cases  have  now  extended  outside  the  milk  area. 


The  drainage  of  Pill  has  always  been  unsatisfac¬ 
tory,  but  a  great  deal  has  been  done  to  improve  this 
during  the  last  12  months. 

The  main  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  Epidemic 
has  been  the  objection  to  removal  to  Hospital  ;  to  the  mild 
cases  getting  well  in  a  few  days,  and  then  mixing  with 
the  healthy  children  ;  to  the  impossibility  of  isolation  in 
their  own  homes  ;  and  to  allowing  their  friends  to  come 
in  and  out  of  the  infected  houses. 

The  Sunday  and  Day  Schools  have  been  closed, 
all  cases  consenting  have  been  removed  to  Hospital. 

Houses  have  been  disinfected,  and  all  drains  and 
water  closets  have  been,  or  are  being  attended  to. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Up  to  Aug.  22nd,  the  arrangement  with  Bristol 
to  take  our  infectious  cases  continued. 

Dr.  Davies,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for 
Bristol,  then  wrote,  saying  the  Hospital  was  full,  and 
that  he  could  not  take  any  more  cases  from  us,  that 
the  occasional  bed  he  might  have  would  be  of  very 
little  service  to  us  with  so  many  cases  at  Pill. 

The  matter  then  came  before  your  Council  on 
August  28th. 

It  was  suggested  that  the  Infectious  Hospital  in 
the  Workhouse  Grounds  should  be  used. 
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I  objected  to  this,  on  the  grounds  that  the 
prejudice  which  the  people  of  Pill  had  against  an  infec¬ 
tious  Hospital  would  be  more  than  doubled,  as  it  was 
on  the  Workhouse  premises,  the  few  cases  which  wrould 
be  allowed  to  come  there,  while  capable  of  infecting  a 
fresh  area,  would  not  materially  benefit  Pill. 

It  was  a  long  distance  away,  and  wrnuld  only 
accommodate  12  patients. 

The  Vicar  of  Pill  (Rev.  E.  M.  Lance)  had  offered 
your  Council,  through  me,  the  use  of  the  Parish  Room 
as  an  Isolation  Hospital. 

It  is  a  large  wooden  building,  well-lighted,  warmed, 
and  ventilated,  situated  in  the  private  grounds  of  the 
Rectory,  and  separated  from  the  high  road  by  a  high 
wall  and  gate,  and  capable  of  containing  18  beds. 

He  also  offered  to  do  all  cooking  at  his  own 
house,  and  to  allow  the  nurses  to  sleep  there. 

I  advised  your  accepting  his  very  kind  offer. 
You  appointed  a  Committee  to  inspect  the  building,  and 
make  all  arrangements  for  converting  it  into  a  Hospital, 
and  provide  a  staff  of  nurses  and  a  Medical  Officer. 

This  has  been  done,  the  room  divided,  (for  male 
and  female),  water  laid  on,  a  pit  dug  in  the  grounds, 
into  which  all  excreta  is  thrown,  covered  with  earth 
and  lime. 

A  pipe  is  now  being  laid  to  carry  off  the  wash 
water  into  the  main  sewer. 
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Anti-toxine  has  been  provided  at  the  expense  of 
your  Council,  for  use  at  the  Hospital. 

There  are  now  six  cases  under  treatment  at  the 
Hospital. 

I  regret  to  say  there  are  as  many  more  being 
treated  at  their  own  homes. 

I  have  do  doubt  there  are  cases  not  treated  at 
all,  and  these  are  a  great  source  of  danger. 

Seven  deaths  have  occurred  since  June  30th. 

None  of  them  during  the  last  three  weeks. 

Sept.  15th ,  1  goo. 


Continued  Report  on  the  Outbreak  of  DIPHTHERIA 
at  Clapton,  Easton=in=Qordano  and  Pill,  from 
Sept.  15th  to  Dec.  31st,  1900. 

From  Sept.  15th  to  Dec.  12th,  twenty-four  cases 
were  reported  from  Easton-in-Gordano  and  Pill. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  was  a  great  success,  25 
cases  were  treated  there,  with  only  one  death,  and  this 
patient  was  dying  when  admitted. 

Besides  this  we  were  able  to  remove  all  the 
patients  from  Easton-in-Gordano,  and  so  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  disease  from  a  fresh  source. 

This  Hospital  was  closed  by  your  Council  on 
29th  October  last. 

Since  then  four  fresh  cases  were  notified,  one 
on  Nov.  9th,  one  Nov.  1 8th,  one  Nov.  29th,  and  one 
Dec.  5th. 

One  of  the  latter  has  since  died. 

On  Nov.  2 1  st,  four  cases  were  reported  from 
Weston-in-Gordano. 

The  infection  was  traced  to  Pill.  I  visited  the 
district  and  closed  the  Schools.  There  have  been  no 
fresh  cases  since. 
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On  Dec.  17th,  a  fresh  case  was  reported  at 
Easton-in-Gordano,  which  was  removed  to  Ham  Green 
Hospital  ;  on  the  same  date,  two  more  cases  were  reported 
from  Pdl,  and  another  on  Dec.  27th. 

There  were  in  all  103  cases  reported  with  13 

deaths. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  beg  to  thank  Dr.  Davies, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Bristol,  for  his  valu¬ 
able  assistance  and  advice,  and  his  kindness  in  making 
arrangements  to  have  the  Temporary  Hospital  at  Pill, 
and  the  bedding  and  clothing  from  the  same,  as  well 
as  from  several  infected  houses,  disinfected  by  the 
Bristol  Sanitary  Authority.  This  was  especially  useful 
as  we  had  no  means  of  treating  them  in  our  own 
district. 


JOSEPH  FULLER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Long  Ashton , 


Dec.  Jlst,  1900. 


To  the  CHAIRMAN  and  MEMBERS  of  the 
Long  Ashton  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

In  making  my  report  for  the  past  year,  it  is 
merely  a  repetition  of  my  Journal. 

Diphtheria  has  been  very  prevalent  for  the  last 
eight  months  at  Pill. 

I  have  done  all  I  could  to  keep  the  Epidemic 
from  spreading,  but  being  such  a  crowded  village  it  is 
impossible  to  keep  the  children  from  mixing  together. 
Most  of  the  parents  and  others  have  taken  precautions 
by  continually  using  disinfectants,  which  were  supplied 
to  them. 

There  have  been  also  cases  at  Clapton,  Markam, 
Failand,  Weston-in-Gordano,  Yatton  and  Bishopsworth. 

I  have  also  reported  many  cases  of  Scarlatina 
from  several  villages  in  the  district,  but  in  every  case 
all  the  houses  have  been  disinfected  as  soon  as  the 
patients  have  sufficiently  recovered. 


3i 


Since  my  last  inspection  at  Pill,  as  ordered  by 
you,  there  has  been  a  considerable  amount  of  Sanitary 
Work  done  to  closets,  sinks,  and  drains,  and  the  village 
now  is  in  a  fairly  sanitary  state,  but  requires  a  better 
water  supply  for  flushing  at  Back  Lane,  Chapel  Row, 
Myrtle  Hill,  Barton,  and  Lawford  Lane. 

The  different  registered  milk  sellers  have  been 
visited,  and  the  tins,  trunks,  and  dairies  have  been  found 
clean. 

Samples  of  water  from  several  wells  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  have  been  tested,  some  were  found  good,  others 
free  from  injurious  matter,  but  required  boiling  before 
being  fit  for  drinking  purposes.  Some  of  the  wells 
have  been  cleaned  out  and  the  water  afterwards  has 
been  very  much  better. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

WILLIAM  A.  WINTER, 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Yatton ,  January  2 8th,  igoi. 
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Under  the  heading  of  “Enteritis”  are  to  be  included  those  certified  as  from  Gastro¬ 
enteritis,  Muco-enteritis,  and  Gastric  catarrh,  unless  from  information  obtained  by 
enquiry  from  the  certifying  practitioner  or  otherwise,  the  Medical  Of Beer  of  Health 
should  have  reason  for  including  such  deaths,  especially  those  of  infants,  under  the 
specific  term  “  Diarrhoea.” 


Epidemic  enteritis  ; 

Zymotic  enteritis  ; 

Epidemic  diarrhoea.  Summer  diarrhoea  ; 

Dysentery  and  dysenteric  diarrhoea ; 

Choleraic  diarrhoea,  cholera,  cholera  nostras  (in  the  absence  of  Asiatic  cholera). 


